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Wuoso 15 WISE, AND WILL OBSERVE THESE THINGS, 
EVEN THEY SHALL UNDERSTAND THE LOVING= 
KINDNESS OF THE LORD. 
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155 PSALM. Lxv. 11. 


Tou cxownnsr THE YEAR WITH THY 
GOODNESS. 


My dear People, 


Tu OUGH this makes the tenth annual 
Thankſgiving ſince it has pleaſed God that I 
ſhould be your Miniſter, to lead in your pub- 
lic devotions, and aſſiſt your meditations on 
his word and works; yet, I preſume, you will 


agree with me, that it is the firſt in which the 


words of the Pſalmiſt now read, with reſpect 
to our beloved Country, have their fulleſt 
completion. This year, above either of the 
preceding, is eſpecially and illuſtriouſly erown- 
ed with the goodneſs of God. | 
Indeed, we have had occaſion, at the cloſe 
of each of the former years, to talk of his good- 
neſs. Not one of them hath paſſed without 
witneſſes, many witneſſes for him. In every 


revolving ſeaſon we have beheld the diſplays 


of his goodneſs, and received multiplied teſti- 


monials of his providential care and kindneſs. 
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In no year, EY at no time, has he : todo 


us gdod, Living as rain fron heaven, aud fruitful 


ſeafons, filling our hearts with food and gladneſs. 

In theſe reſpects, however, the preſent year 
vies with any of the preceding: The earth has 
been made ſoft with repeated and plentiful 
fhowers, the paſtures have been clothed with flocks ; 
and the vallies covered with corn. We have re- 
ceived the former and the latter harveſt in 
abundance ; our granaries are filled with various 
ſtore. - Through the paſt ſeaſon all the paths;of 
the Lord have dropped marrow ant fatneſs. 

But I need not tell you that what ſignalizes, 
and will render memorable to tlie lateſt ages, 
as the brighteſt jewel in the crown of the pre- 
ſent year; is Feace, an honourable and glorious 
peace for our country, with its attendant bleſ- 
ſings. What advantage this moſt pleaſing and 
joyful event gives to the preſent, above either 
of the preceding years, will e on the 
flighteft compariſon. | 

We cannot have forgot ikia our b 
were at the proſpect of the war which is now 
ſo happily terminated. - The year 1774, in 
which I became: connected with you; ſet this 
proſpect full in our view. Though that year 
was crowned with the bleſſings of harveſt and 
of health, yet it ended in a cloy II ps threat- 


=, 
ing aſpect upon our country HE 888 


1 

The diſpute between Britain and America, 
which originated in the ſtamp act ten years be- 
fore, was then drawing to a criſis. A ſyſtem of 
tyranny had been concerted in the Brittſh cabi- 
net and adopted by the government. To bind us 
in all caſes whatever, was their declared purpoſe. 
To this they claimed unconditional ſubmiſſion 
on our part; inſiſting that we ſhould hold life 
and property by no other tenure than their ſo- 
vereign will and pleaſure. To bring us to this, 
coercive meaſures were determined. The Bri- 
tiſh Premier had boaſted ** that he would lay 
America proſtrate at his feet. War was in a 
ſenſe levied in the violence and cruelty of the 
port=bill, the vacation of our charter, the change 
of our Government, and the arrival of fleets and 
armies to execute theſe unrighteous decrees. 
On our part, preparation was making for the 
dernier reſort. The flame of liberty kindled 
in our breaſts, and catched from boſom to bo- 
ſom till the whole country was in a glow;— 
The voice of patriotiſm was ſounded forth and 
echoed through the Continent:— “ Awake, 
« arouſe, O Americans! Ws petitions and 
<< entreaties are no longer regarded :=Your 
enemies are determined, and leave you no 
* other alternative but to chuſe between fire 
«« and ſword and all the horrors of war, or the 


32 Top of perpetual bondage. Will you be 
free- 


143 : 
e freemen, or ſlaves! Your choice decides the 
fate of near three millions of people; and 
* tranſmits happineſs or miſery to the unborn 


millions of your poſterity.” In a ſtrain like 


this, you well remember, was the language of 
the day. And thus, on both ſides, was the 
fword whetting ; combuſtibles were faſt col- 
lecting; the conflagration was ſoon to blaze. 

With what concern, with what painful anxi- 
ety, my brethren, did we behold theſe appear- 
ances? Were not our hearts ready to faint un- 


der the diftreſhng apprehenſion of the calami- 


ties impending ; while we ſawthe ſtorm gather- 


ing, the cloud thick and heavy, black and charg- 


ed with uncommon wrath, coming apace? 

The fucceeding year realized theſe terrors, 
and brought them home to our doors: In 1775, 
the tempeſt burſt upon us with all its fury: We 
not only heard the ſound of the trumpet and 
the alarm of war, but beheld its deadly and fatal 
effects, garments rolled in blood, and the habi- 
tations: of our friends and neighbours wrapt in 
fames.. With what conſternation and affright 
did we hurry our families and effects from the 
ſoene ef danger? And through the year, to what 
daily alarms were we liable while the enemy 
poſſeſſed our Capital, and held their ſtrong holds 
in the neighbourhood? Our houfes were turn- 


| into barracks and hoſpitals for foldiers. We 


lived 


7 ] 


lived in the midſt of camps. Their ſtench and 
infection contributed, with the terror of the 
times, to that uncommon mortality which pre- 
vailed in this and the adjacent towns, and great- 
ly increaſed the diſtreſſes of the year. 


But the cloſe of 1776 brought with it a ſcene 
of danger to America greater than ſhe had ever 
before experienced. Our armies in one quarter, 
after repeated defeats, many hardſhips and miſ- 
fortunes, had been driven out of Canada. In 
the other, the enemy carried all before them, 
till at length, our brave Chiet with an handful 
of naked worn out troops, the ſhattered remains 
of a vanquiſhed or diſbanded army was forced 
to fly; while a victorious and triumphant foe 
vas in cloſe purſuit : and this, during a retreat 
of ninety miles. It was then, that ** the fate 
of America ſtood trembling on the point of 
ſuſpence.“ So critical was our ſituation, and 
fo imminent the danger, that our eſcape was 
littlehort of a miracle. The noble and ſpirit- 
ed exertions of our little army at Trenton and 
Princeton, the generalſhip diſplayed in theſe 
enterprizes, and the ſucceſs with which they 
were attended, form a diftinguiſhed and brilli- 
ant page in the Hiſtory of the War. 

After various turnsof fortuneand ſomeſtrange 
and untoward events, the cloſe of 1777 brought 
with it a glorious triumph to the American 
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arms in the capture of a whole hoſt of enemies; 
but even this triumph was qualified by ill ſuc- 
ceſs at the ſouthward, a defeat at Brandywine, 


a repulſe at Germantown, the flight of Con- 
greſs, and the loſs of the capital of America. 


The year 1778 produced the glorious alli- 


ance with France, and placed our indepen» 
dence upon the ſhoulders of a great and pow- 


erful nation ; but in other reſpects it furniſhed 
no inſtance of very ſignal ſucceſs. It cloſed 
with an ineffectual attempt to . a the, 
enemy of Newport. 

Our raiſed expectations of peace in 1779 
were diſappointed, and the flattering hopes we 
had entertained, vaniſhed, That year proved 
fruitful of calamities. A predatory, diſtreſſing 
war raged throughout the Continent. This 


State ſuſtained the heavy diſaſter at Penobſcot; 


ſeven towns in Connecticut were deſtroyed ; 
the enemy took poſſeſſion of Georgia, and 
threatened the other ſouthern States. | 
In 1780 our misfortunes multiplied apace, and 
after the loſs of Charleſtown, the defeat of Ge- 
neral Gates at Camden, and the ſucceſs of the 


enemy of over running the ſouthern States, our 


affairs ſeemed to be tottering on the brink of 
ruin. The dejection of the public was at no 


time greater than towards the cloſe. of that 


year. Our many loſſes, increaſed burdens, and 
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the wretched ſtate of our finances raiſed appre- 
henſions in minds that had before been ſanguine. 
But 1781 gave another turn to our affairs, 
reverſed the fortune of the war, and ended in 
another glorious triumph in the capture of 
Cornwallis, by the combined forces of France 
and America. 

This wonderful facceſs effected, in the fol- 
lowing year, the downfall of that wicked ſet of 
Miniſters in Britain, who firſt kindled the flames 
of war, and had hitherto, with a ſurprizing ob- 
ſtinacy, perſiſted in diſturbing the peace not on- 
lyof America but a great part of Europe. This 
change of men led us to expect a change of 
meaſures, and to hope that the dawn of peace 
was not far diſtant. This hope, however, was 
mingled with many fears, occaſioned by the ſe- 
vere blow upon our allies in the Weſt Indies and 
their misfortunes at Gibraltar. 'And though in 
America, there was no active campaign by land, 
yet by ſea, the depredations on our trade con- 


tinued,and wereasgreat, ifnot greater thanever- 
The priſon ſhips of our enemies were filled 


with our unfortunate ſeamen, where they were 
expoſed | to ſuffocation and death by the ſtench 
and miſeries of their conſinement. 


Through the whole courſe of the war, how 
were our feelings wounded, when we reflected 
ON a the cruelties inflicted upon multitudes of our 
IE B people 


E 
people ſhut up in thoſe floating dungeons of in⸗ 


fection and diſeaſe; of miſery and deſpair! The 


accounts we have had of their ſufferings, were 
enough to harrow every boſom ſuſeeptible of 
the feelings of humatiity. Whoſe blood is not 
chilled at the recollection of a ſon, a brother, 
or a friend, thruſt into thoſe gloomy: regions; 
where no refreſhing breezes enteręd; where 


Poi ſonous exhalations! were continually drawn 


in, and the tainted element was charged with 
peſtilence and death!” How many, thouſands 
of our brethren have periſhed in the priſons, of 


the enemy ! and of. thoſe who eſcaped from 
them alive, what 2 large proportion "eſcaped 


only to exhibit pining 1 Ikeletons't to their afflict- 
ed friends. ſpecimens ; of the cruglties they have 
ſuffered ; and then to fall victims to the "diſeaſe 
they had brouglit with them fro: om n their edh- 


finement ! 

But, bleſſed be God! the ſcenes ie tet and 
diſtreſs are now happily cloſed. ' Our work is 
done. The moſt complete and glorious revoſu- 
tion the world ever beheld, is accomplithed. 
The ſtorm of war is diff ipated. The clouds are 
fcattered The years wherein we have ſeen evil, 
are rolled away. The preſent uſhers in happier 
times, and reſtores peace to a bleeding world.” 

And do we live, my brethren, to behold this 
happy, this long deſi fed day, thisgloriousevent ! 
Do we live to ſee our country free and indepen» 

dent, 


1 


dent, its fovereignt y acknowledged even by 
thoſe, whoſe rage to ſubdue us ſet the world in 
flames! Do we behold the reluctant tyrant of 
Britain relinquiſhing for himſelf and his heirs 
for ever all claim todominion over theſe States ? 
How many ofour friends and neighbours have 
defired to fee the things which wwe ſee and have not 
ſeen them? How conſiderable a part of the in- 
habitants of this town have been added to the 
congregation of the dead ſince the ſad conteſt 
began ? What gratitude to the great Lord of 
life, ſhould you and I feel, for ſupporting us 
through all our private and public diſtreſſes, to 
behold this joyful concluſion, the year of our 
country's redemption ! | 
When a quarrel is made up and paſſion is 
ſubſided, it becomes the parties who have been 
at variance, nations as well as individuals, ſe- 
riouſly to refle& whether they were the cul pa- 
ble aggreſſors. For even fucceſs in an unjuſt 
cauſe, calls for mourning and repentance ra- 
ther than for joy and thankſgiving. A widely 
extended defolation has been made, innumera- 
ble calamities produced, and many, many thou- 
ſandsof lives ſacrificed in the late conteſt: Their 
blood ſtill crieth from the ground. That it doth 
not cry againſt our country, is ſurely a moſt 
pleaſing reflection, a circumſtance which great- 
ly heightens the joy of the preſent occaſion. 
Heaven and Earth,” ſaid a celebrated divine 
7 . on 


E „ 

ona memorable occaſion *; Heaven and earth 
= can bear witneſs that ele States are inno- 
n cent of the blood that hath been ſhed, and 
the miſeries diffuſed by this unrighteous war. 


* We have ſtood upon the ground of juſtice, 
„ honour, and liberty, and acted merely a de- 


** fenſive. part. Not unreaſonable in our de- 


© mands, not violent in our councils, not pre- 
* cipitate in our conduct, our moderation 
has been known to all men; and without re- 
© fuſing a ſingle claim that Britain could in e- 
** quity make upon us, our perſons, our pro- 
perty, our rights have been invaded in every 
< ſtep that led to this revolution. Upon our 
e preſent independence, ſweet and valuable as 
the blefling is, we may read the inſcription, 
* am found of them that ſought me not.” 

It was not from a ſpirit of ſedition, it was not 
from pride or caprice, that we aſpired to ſove- 
reignty. The nation that claimed to be the mo- 
ther-country, with her own hands, violently 
broke every bond of union between us; and by 
her oppreſſion and unrelenting cruelty, thruſt 
us out from the f::mily of which we once were 
a part. And when, with ſupplicating hands, we 
begged to be reſtored, only on condition of en- 
joying equal privileges with theother members, 
ſhe, with a provoking inſolence, refuſed us a 
= and anſwered only at the mouth of her 


. Cannon. | 


* Dr. CoopER at the Commencement of the Conſtitution. 
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cannon. Witneſs the fate of the petitions of 
Congrels to the King, and their addreſſes to the 

people of England in the years 1774 and 1775. 

The manner in which thoſe manly, yet decent 

and reſpectful applications were rejected, will 

remain to all ages a proof of the pride, injuſtice 

and cruelty of our late enemies, and of the ne- 
ceſſity we were under of a final ſeparation from 
them. In the ſtrong language of the Author of 
Common Senſe, the moſt unoffending humi- 
lity was tortured into rage, and the infancy of 
exiſtence made to weep.” 

It was the cruel wrongs we ſuſtained that 
brought the Continent to unite in that act which 
gave usrank among the nations of the world. 
And how far theſe nations were from grudging 
us the diſtinction, or from condemning our mea- 
ſures, ſoon appeared in the countenance they 

gave us, in their univerſal good wiſhes towards 
us, and in the ſignal aid which many of them 
afforded us. And even from Britain herſelf, 
from ſome of her wiſeſt and beſt men, we have 
had, from the beginning, many ſtrong teſtimo- 
nials to the juſtice of our cauſe. Vou may find 
them in numbers of their moſt ingenious publi- 
cations, and in a multitude of parliamentary 
ſpeeches and proteſts. 
But the approbation of the whole world is not 
ſo ſatisfying as that of our own conſciences. 
Deeply as we regret the manifold and long con- 


1 
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L 
tinued calamities of the late war, yet, upon an 
1mpartial review of the part we have acted, we 
are confident, that theguilt of them does not lie 
at our door; that the woe denounced againſt thoſe 
by whom offences come, does not hang over us. 
From the principles both of reaſon and ſcrip- 
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righteous, and fuch as we could, with a clear 

conſcience and in the exerciſe of faith, heartily 

recommend to the God of Juſtice, and implore 

| his providence to bleſs and proſper. To Him 
; we made our ſolemn appeal, and ſent up our 
| earneſt cries. Beſides many days of prayer ſet 
apart by authority during the courſe of our long 

ſiruggle, innumerable fervent petitions were, 

| every day, going up to heaven for ſucceſs: The 
; praying people in general through the land 
| made it a part of their daily addreffes to the 
Z throne of grace.. Nor did they pray in vain. 
The irreligious and unbelieving may laugh; but, 
the ſcorn of infidels be to themſelves; our pray- 
ers were heard in heaven. And God hath' done 
for us equal and above what we could aſk or 


= = - i a 8 


think, both in ſupporting us in the day of our 


\ | diſtreſs, and in his own good time, putting a 
| . period to our trials, and bringing us, out of the 
furnance of affliction. It becomes us, therefore, 
on this day, to pay our vows to the Lord, and 
offer him the ſacrifice of thankſ giving. 
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ture we were aſſured that our cauſe was juſt and 
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What a glow of love arid gratitude ſhould We 
feel for the ſupport, protection and ſucceſs; 


vouchſafed us through the various perils and 


vicifiitudes of the war! We cannot reflect up- 
on our defenceleſs ſituation when this judgment 
befell us, without adoring the divine goodneſs: 
that it did not prove our ſpeedy and entire 


ruin. No people perhaps were ever taken at 


greater diſadvantages, and under worſe circum- 
ſtances to defend themſelves againſt ſo power-; 
ful an invaſion. Unknown to, and unconnect- 
ed with, any foreign power, vulnerable on all 
ſides - our trade the prey of the enemy's crui- 
ſers, our ſea-portsand-the whole length of our 
coaſt Expoſed to their continual inſults—-our. 
frontiers naked and open to the barharous de- 
ſblation of favages from the wilderneſs, which 
Britiſh cruelty had ſtirred up againſt us, liable 
to internal divifion—ſeveral provinces {warms 
ing with ſecret enemies and traitors ever buſy: 
in diſconcerting every meaſure taken for the 
common ſafety at the ſame time, deſtitute 
of all kinds of military ſtores, of every thing 
that could promiſe ſucceſs in war,” we had 
no other rational dependance but the juſtice of 
our cauſe and the protection of heaven, while 
contending with the moſt formidable nation in- 
the world; whoſe fleet ruled the ocean, and 
whoſe troops had been uſed to victory and con- 
queſt, and to fpread terror wherever they ap- 
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proached. So unequal was the the conteſt, that 


our enemies were confident of victory, and 


laughed at the idea of diſappointment. 
But what great things has God done for us! 
While for our ſins we have been ſuffering the 

chaſtiſement of his juſtice, we have yet ſeen 


this juſtice ſo lenient, ſo reſtrained and tem- 


pered with compaſſion, that it has evidently ap- 
peared to be his range worxs. In the midſt of 
judgment, what goodneſs have we all along ex- 
perienced ; and how wonderfully has mercy 


triumphed over our ill deſerts ! | 
Many ſignal inſtances of God's goodneſs have 


been already recounted: Many more muſt be 
ſtill freſh in your memories. To his all per- 
vading influence muſt we gratefully aſcribe it, 
that the people of theſe States were inſpired 
with ſuch a ſenſe of the worth of liberty as diſ- 
poſed them to unite in vigorous exertions to 
obtain it; that their minds, through all the vi- 
ciffitudes of the war, were held ſteady. in the 
purſuit of the great object of it; that a martial 


ſpirit was diffuſed among their ſons—that ſuch 


numbers offered themſelves for their country's 


defence; that from materials fo raw, an army 


brave, determined and faithful, was formed; 
that this army has been animated to endure the 
uncommon hardſhips of the ſervice with an un- 
exampled patience, to exhibit inſtances of the 
nobleſt courage, and to reap laurels that have 
aſtoniſhed the world. But 
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But the gracious inter poſition, of providence 


have been eſpecially conſpicuous in ſeaſona- 
bly detecting dangerous. plots, and conſpira- 


cies,* furniſhing ſupplies when we were in the 
greateſt ſtraits, repeatedly wafting into. our 
ports thoſe that were coming to our enemies, 
giving.us the fruits of the victories they have 


gained, by turning, in almoſt every ſignal in- 


ſtange of it, their ſucceſs againſt themſelves, 
and in bringing one European nation after ano- 
ther to eſpouſe our cauſe and fight our battles; 
eee aſſiſtance peace is at length obtained. 


With what holy joy ſhould we praiſe the di- 
vine goodneſs for this ineſtimable bleſſing, and 
for bringing about a peace ſo highly advantage- 
ous and honourable to our country ! The Egyp- 
tial Pharaoh was not more loth to part with 
His Hebrew ſlaves, than the Britiſh court to 
give up their once American ſubjects. By a ſe- 
ries of miracles \ were the Ifraelites reſcued from 
the houſe of bondage. And by a ſeries of pro- 
vidential wonder, have the Americans emerg- 
ed from oppreſſion, and riſen to liberty and in- 
dependence. That the ſpirit of at once the 
haughtieſt and the moſt powerful nation in the 
wen ſhould, in the courſe a a few years, be 


* Nothing could more pointedly mark the watchful care 
of Heaven for the preſervation of theſe infant States, than 


the manner of bringing to light, at fo critical a juncture, the 
dark treachery and deep laid plot of the f Arad. 


L 181 J. 
ſo humbled as to conſent to the diſmember- 
ment of her empire, and givè her own ſanction 
to the blow that lopped off thirteen flouriſhing 
provinces, is ſurely the Lord's ein and yo: 


well be marvellous in our eyes. PL 
In other reſpects, the terms of paviftution 2 
are greatly in our favour. It was not without 'Y 


=_ reafon that many of our wiſe: men feared that; 
| at the concluſion of the war, though ou? fide- 
| pendence ſhould be obtained, yet it woutd be 

\ limited to the territory we already poſſeſſed 
; that theſe northern. ſtates, deprived of the Sſh+ 
ery, ſo important to our commercial intereſts, 
would be in danger of ſinking into poverty, and 
inſignificance; and to complete the mortiſica- 
tion, would be obliged to refund the confiſeat- 
ed eſtates of thoſe who have ſided with thejene- 


it 
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my. But, thanks be to God, and under him, to 
thoſe able and faithful negociators by. whoſe in- YN 
fluence and management, We have attained our a 
utmoſt wiſhes i in each of theſe important artl-; 1 
cles. Indeed, we have, what rarely happens to 1 
any nation, ſuch a peace as ſeems to be univer- I 
ſally ſatisfactory to the friends of America. oF T 

What a further call is this upon our grati- f 
tude? How thankful ſhould we be for the pre- 1 
ſent pleaſing proſpects before us! Had the con- p 
teſt ended in. our ſubjugation, in the accom- C 
plimment of the deſigns of our late enemies 8 


Al 


againſt us ; gracious DEI yhat matter . 
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horrible deſcription would ſuch an event have 
furniſhed ?: A flouriſhing country ruined; its 
young men dead in battle; its old men droop- 
ing under inconſolable grief; widows and fa- 
therleſs children multiplied in abundance and 
all expoſed to the injuries and inſults of a vic- 
torious, haughty and unrelenting enemy; its 
worthieſt patriots and braveſt heroes deſtined 
to the ax and to the halter; its baſe betrayers 
ſwarming back, with an inſufferable inſolence, 
to exult over their vaniquiſhed brethren, and 
riot in their ſorfeited poſſeſſions; its clergy dri- 
ven into corners, ſilenced, or harraſſed with 
» proſecutions, under pretence of their having 
been fomenters of the late rebellion; its ſchools 
and ſeminaries of learning frowned upon, as 
nurſeries of ſedition ; meaſures taken to let the 
people ſink into ignorance and fuperſtition, 
that they might the more patiently bear the 
yoke of ſlavery all the affairs ofithe country 
ſo conducted as to be rendered ſubſervient on- 
ly to the intereſts of the conquerors—that the 
minions and dependants of the court might 
reap the fruits of honeſt induſtry: an army of 
foreigners, maintained at the expence of the 
inhabitants, in poſſeſſion of all the fortified 
poſts, to keep the country in awe, and exe- 
cute the decrees of a tyrant Laws and re- 
gulations made, all calculated to extinguiſh 
2 remaining ſparks of liberty, to render the 
i be 2 - minds 
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minds of the people abject and laviſh, to cramp 
a a ſpirit of enterprize, and prevent the cultt- 


vation of arts, manufactures and knowledge; 


the landed property. parcelled out among the 
favourites of the court, and the former poſſeſ- 


ſors made tenants of what they were once the 


owners! Say not, that Britons were incapable 
of fuck injuſtice. The ſcenes of miſery and 
eruelty which have marked the progreſs of 


their arms through every campaign, and been 


invariably exhibited, wherever they have 


made but a temporary conqueſt, leave us no 


room to doubt what ſcope they would have gi- 
ven to their vindictive reſentment, had their 
power been equal to their malice, and ſucceſs 
anſwered their wiſhes. At this moment, you 
might have ſeen your poſſeſſions in the hands 
of ſtrangers, yourſelves and children reduced to 
the condition of flaves, the chains rivetted up- 
on you andno poſſible method left to throw them 
off —The ſpirit of the country humbled and 
ſubdued, we might have been obliged to behold 


the cruelty, luſt and brutality of lawleſs pow= 
er, to hear the groans of the oppreſſed, to ſee 


the tears of the afflicted, and feel our own mi- 


ſeries without daring to complain. | 
That during the late ſtruggle, we have been 


in danger of the horrors of ſuch a concluſion, 
we cannot deny. , That our offences againſt 


heaven would have vindicated: the divine juſ- 
tice 


1 

tice in bringing them upon us, we muſt allo 
acknowledge.” 'But mercy is the darling attri- 
bute of the Deity: - He hath 6 pleaſure in the 
death of ſinners. He delights in being the pa- 
tron of the oppreſſed. Our tieceſſity was his 
opportunity. To him who is abundant in mer- 
cy and goodneſs, are we indebted fer the pre- 
ſent delightful contraſt to this picture of horror 
To him are we indebted, that our late diſtreſſes 
have not proved the agonies of diſſolution and 
death, but the pangs of a joyful birth, of nati- 
onal exiſtence ! Thro' the divine goodneſs we 
may accommiodate to our country the language 
of the prophet, and ſay, Behold ! a nation hath 
been born in a day !—who hath heard ſuch a thing 2 
who hath ſeen ſuch things“ Hor as ſoon as Ameri- 
ca travailed, ſhe brought forth. Hejoice and be 
glad with her, all ye who love her: rejoice for Joy 
with her, all ye who mourned for her. 

Heaven has carried us through the gloomy 
wilderneſs of trouble, and at length raiſed us 
to a delightful eminence where we look around, 
and on every {ide a pleaſing proſpect opens be- 
fore. us. On the one part, e. ſucꝶ the abundance 
of the ſea, and of the treaſures hid in the ſand : 
We have many hundred leagues of ſea coaſt 
for the advantages of trade. No longer confin- 
ed to one market, our commerce receives an 
unbounded extenſion. The ports of all nations 
are open for the weleome reception of our pe 
and 
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and the various treaſures of the globe preſent 
themſelves as the objects of our traffick. 

And on the other part, we have nearly all 
the climates in the world, an immenſe extent 
of territory for new ſettlements and to ſervę the 
purpoſes of population. We are become the 
proprietqrs, the ſovereigns of a vaſt continent 
ſufficient to afford ample means of ſubſiſtence | 
to many, many millions of people. At preſent | 
we are but beginning to take poſſeſſion of our 
inheritance ; but a ſmall part of it is under cul- 
tivation. Human labour and art have as yet 
done but little towards ſubduing and poliſhing 
this new world. Immenſe tracts of fertile ſoil 
ſtill remain in that ſtate of wilderneſs in which 

| nature hath left them, covered with vaſt foreſts, 
the dark retreats of ſavage beaſts and ſavage 
men. Every year however enlarges the bounds 
of improvement, and extends our ſettlements. 
And how rapid, we may ſuppoſe, will be their 
future increaſe ! Wiſe and juſt political inſti- 
tutions, a free and happy government will en- 
courage that induſtry which turns the wilderneſs 
into a fruit ful field, and cauſes the deſert to bloſſorts 
as a roſe. Such agovernment, too, will nouriſh'a 
0 of enterpriſe and the j arent . al 
man. life: Je will open and 3 ee 
inſpire it. with a ſenſe of dignity, and with an 


üs of thoſe mean and baſe vices which 
ſervility 


1 
ſexvility engenders; it will watch over the man. 


what is our country? It is a ſoil of which, tho? 


we may be the preſent poſſeſſors, we can call 
no part our own?! or the air in which we firſt 


drew our breath, from which we may be con- 


fined in a dungeen—at the pleaſure of a ty - 


; 

; rant ? Is not a county a conſtitution-—an eſtas: 
bliſned frame of laws; of which a man may ſayg 
L *. We-are here united in ſ6ciety Yor our eo 


, ; mon ſecurity and happineſs.” "Theft fields ant 
8 ; theſe fruits are my own : The regulations watt! 
3 der which 1 live are my on; Tam not oN 
ö. proprietor in the ſoil, but am part of the ſove- 
r reignty of my country,” In ſucht an attitude 
n human nature appears with its Proper dignity : 

I On ſuch-a'baſis, life, and all that ſweetens/afid 
(s adorns it, may reſt with as much ſecurity as 
t human imperfection can poſſibly admit. Such 
4 JF are the ineſtimable bleſſings and privileges of 
ul Independence and of our preſent happy Conſti-' 
1- Z tution; and all the fruit of our late ſtruggle. 
ls, It becomes us then, my. brethren, on this day 
Fel to adore the wiſdgm'as well as goodneſs of the 
gol Ruler of the world in bringing goed out of evil, 


and 
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ners of the people, and cheriſh and ſtrengthen 
the ſocial virtues by all the aid which human 
lays and. authority Gn give. And adered by 
the divine goodneſs, by the late revolution, 
ſuch a government is now our boaſt and glory. 
lt is this that endears to us out country. For 


1 
: 
| 
: 
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and cauſing the wrathof man topraiſe him. Won- 
derful are the difpoſals of. Providence i in ſo di- 
recting the courſe of eyents:as. to take the wiſe 
iu their own craftineſs, and carry the counſel of the 
| froward headlong. . Shall we not admire that di- 

vine ſuperintendency which makes the unruly. 
paſſions of the wicked inſtrumental not only to 
the ſubverſion of their deſigns, but to the bring- 
ing about events the moſt contrary to their views: 


and wiſnes? The eruelty of Joſeph's brethren 


made way for that advancement of Him above 
them: which. it was intended to preyent. Ha- 


man's: plot: to. T uin Mordecai, and ; extirpate his 
people, was over-ruled to bring about the pre- 


ferment of the gre, and the triumph of the other- 


oyer all their enemies. Pharoah, by jncreaſing. 


their burdens, haſtened the emancipation of the 


Iſraclites.., And thus Britain, by her injuſtice. 
and cruelty in attempting to enſlave America, 
has eſtabliſhed gur freedom and independence. 
I have ever been inclined to think with one of 


qur. political: writers, that it Was, in] the begin- 


ning, the intention (not of the nation but) ofthe 
individuals who compoſed the Britiſh cabinet, 
,to quatrel v ith America at allevents. They 


had no doubt of ſucceſs, if they could once 


bring it to the iſſue of a battle; and they ex- 
pected from conqueſt, what they could neither 
propoſe with decency nor hope ſor by negocia- 
don. The whole trouble of government would 


have 


[2] 


have ceaſed in a victory, and a final end been 


1 put to remonſtrance and debate. They hoped 
- for a rebellion, and they made one. They ex- 
A pecteda declaration of independence, and they 
"; _ were not diſappointed. But after this, they 
* 3 | looked for victory, and obtained a defeat.” 
o 1 They meant to lay us proſtrate under them, but 
* 2 heaven has given us a triumph over them. They 
8 were ſnared in the works of their own bands and 
a: - their own wickedneſs has corrected them. Through 
2 the whole, they have been the unconſcious mi- 
N niſters of the Almighty in haſtening on a revo- 
18: lution which was moſt oppoſite to their views. 
* and intentions, which all their exertions were 
er intended to prevent; but which notwithſtand- 
a8 ing, would not and probably could not for many 
99 | years yet to come, have been effected, had it 
be | not have been for. the injuſtice and cruelty of 
a; | thoſe exertions. Thus the gracious purpoſes . 
e. of heaven are eſtabliſhed on the ruin of the 
of. wicked devices of men. Alleluia! For the Lord 
AG God omnipotent reigneth. He giveth ftrength and 
the vittory to his people ; he cloatheth them with Jabva- 
et, lion. 

ey, Ins other e © a oy made the late 
nce | conteſt the occaſion of good. It has furniſhed an 
ex, opportunity for mankind to ſhow themſelves. 
her While it has expoſed the vices of the wicked, it 
cia- has improved and ſignalized the virtues of the 


good. ba has made room for ſome of thenobleſt 
| 3 3 1 | exer- 
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exertions of the human mind, called forth the 
latent powers of the ſoul and diſplayed them to 
public view. It has given occaſion for the trial 


and exerciſe of the ſuffering graces. And how 


many bright examples of fortitude, conſtancy, 


patience and perſeverance in a juſt cauſe has it 


produced? What an illuſtrious band of patriots 


and heroes has it formed, called forth and ex- 
hibited upon the theatre of the wortkdaunanies 


and characters which would otherwiſe never 


have been known, but are now admired as 7he 
lights of the world, and rendered immortal i in the 


annals of fame? 
We regret the thouſands who fell in the frug- 


gle, and whoſe blood was the price of what we 
now enjoy: But many even oftheir names derive 
a luſtre from the cauſe in which they ſuffered, 


that will be laſting as time laurels that will ne- 


ver wither. © Liberty wept over their tombs,” | 


and they are embalmed in the memory of her 
grateful ſons. Form, ſays the Abbe Raynal, 
a political calander, marking each day by the 
name of ſome hero, who has f pilt his blood to 


ſet you free. Your poſterity ſhall one day read 


them with joy: Theſe, ſhallit ſay, behold, theſe 
were the menwho gave liberty to half a world ; 


and who, charging themſelves with our happi- 


neſs, before we had exiſtence ſaved our infant 


ſlumbers from being diſturbed and rented: by 


the clank of chains.“ 


The price at which we have * FRO | 
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dom has ſtruck attentive nations with ſurpriſe, 
and put many of them upon conſidering its va- 
lue. Oppreſſed Ireland has ſeized the opportu- 
nity, and already thrown off the yoke. Our ſuc- 
ceſs is an encouragement to all who ſigh for li- 
berty, and an alarm to tyrants through the world. 
Millions of ſlaves in Europe will fare the better, 
and be treated with more moderation and leni- 
ty, in conſequence of the revolution in Ame- 
rica. We know not to what diſtant countries 
and diſtant ages the happy effects of this great 
event may reach. The blood and treaſure ex- 
pended by us, will not be ill laid out, if they 
are the means of diffuſing light and liberty in 
the world. But till we bluſh for the diſhonour 
and depravity of human nature, that ſuch means 
are ſo frequently neceſſary to ſecure the rights 
of mankind and lay the baſis of ſocial happi- 
neſs. What ſad work do the unruly paſſions of 
men make in the world? How fatal are the ef- 

fects of pride, ambition, avarice and revenge! 
Alas! what has Britain got by all that train of 
calamities ſhe has occaſioned to the inhabitants 
on both ſides of the Atlantic ?—diſgrace to her 
arms, deſtruction to her people, and the diſ- 
memberment of her empire, with the addition 
of a hundred millions to her debt, and the guilt 
of all the eyils and miſeries ſhe has ſo conſtant- 
ly produced. God grant, that theſe things may 
prove a leſſon to princes and ſtateſmen, and 
render them more cautious how they invade 
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the rights of their brethren and neighbours ! 


Let us, my hearers, on this occaſion, make it 


ourearneſt prayer to Heaven, that more juſt and 
equitable, more wiſe and benevolent counſels 
may prevail among thoſe who guide the affairs 
of ſtates and nations. At the ſame time, let it be 
our care to guard againſt the motions and im- 
pulſe of thoſe paſſions and luſts in ourſelves 
which are productive of ſuch dreadful and fatal 
effects. We ſhould not only ſtand at the greateſt 
diſtance from theſe, but it is a matter of the high- 
eſt concern, and what I would earneſily recom- 
mend. 

That in our reſpective places and ſtations we 
exert our utmoſt influence to cultivate peace 
and union amongourſelves, and cheriſh all thoſe 
virtues which tend to national ſtrength, honour 
and proſperity. Since the ſettlement of his own 
favoured nation in Canaan, providence has 
given to no people a. fairer opportunity to ſe- 
cure national felicity, than is now held forth to 
us. Theſe united States have come into exiſ- 
tence at a time when the quality of liberty, and 
the rights of human nature are defined and un- 
derſtood : We have had the Wiſdom and expe- 
rience of all former ages together with the diſ- 
coveries of the preſent, to direct us in laying 
the foundations of our Republic. The eyes of 
the world are now turned upon us, to ſee in what 
manner we rear the ſuperſtructure, and what uſe 
we make of that liberty we have been ſo earneſt 
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to obtain. With us it lies to give an example, 
whether mankind are capable of freedom 
Whether the juſtice, good faith, peace and 
happineſs of the Community are ſafer and beſt 
promoted, when the power is ultimately lodged 
in the hands of the people, or when it reſides 
in a Maſter over them? A moment's reflection 
will render it ſufficiently obvious, that where all 


power is derived from the people, every thing 


muſt depend upon their knowledge and virtue. 
If they are ignorant and vicious, abandoned to 
idleneſs, pride and extravagance ; if they 
are ſelfiſh and fraudulent, diſorderly and fac- 
tious, impious towards God and unjuſt and in- 
jurious towards one another—all muſt be an- 
archy and confuſion, riot and licentiouſneſs, 
where ſuch a people hold the powers of go- 


vernment. There is no monarchy that is not 


preferable to ſuch a Republic: There is no 
tyranny that is not more tolerable than ſuch a 
e liberty. 


It has often been ſaid, that virtue is the ſpirit 
of a republic, and eſſential to the preſervation of 
freedom. God forbid then, that by vice and ir- 
religion, we ſhould throw away the bleſſings and 
privileges which have been ſo dearly purchaſed. 


Let us guard againſt the allurements to pride 


anda vain parade, againſt a taſte for luxury and 
pleaſurable expence; for theſe not only ener- 


vate the mind, but eat out the vitals of the ſtate. 


All acts of private and public injuſtice, all brea- 


„ 
ches of faith and uſe of deceitful and fraudulent 
arts, are alſo to be guarded againſt ; for theſe 
engender murmurings and complaints, divi- 
ſions and ani moſities. 

Let it be our care, to live by thoſe 0155 of 
prudence and good economy which tend to the 
general weal. Let us cheriſh the virtues of tem- 
perance, frugality, induſtry and a public ſpirit. 
Let theſe things beeſpecially inculcated upon the 


riſing generation. There cannot be too much ] 
care and attention paid tothe education of youth ; 2 
that their hands may be earl y inured to the prac- t 
tice of the uſeful arts of life, their minds fur- b 
niſhed with uſeſul knowledge, and their tem- : ir 
pers formed to early habits of virtue and plety. 1 
And let it be the endeavour of us all, each one | ly 
for himſelf, and ſo far as his influence extends, m 
for others too, that all may lead a quiet and peace nt 
able life in all goodneſs and honeſty, diligently and os. 
uniformly practiſing that righteouſneſs which ex- the 
alteth a nation. Let us, my brethren, become col 
real and ſincere Chriſtians. Vital chriſtianity will we 
ſecure and hold us ſteady in a courſe of right tag 
conduct to promote our own and the public wel- \ 
fare. We wear the chriſtian name, but that we gre: 
might have the Thing ilſelf, is the end aimed at ly a 

by providence in all its dealings with us. For ne, 
this, we have, in times paſt, been held in the cords Srac 
of afflifgan ; for this, we are now drawn by the Pre 
this, 


bands of love. That our hearts might be humbl- 
ed and broken in contrition and repentance, we 


14. 


have, in former years, ren evil: and that they. 


might be ſoftened and melted into love and 0- 


| bedience to God our Saviour, the preſent year 
is crowned with his goodneſs. If it has not this ef- 


fect, conſequences more terrible and alarming 


are to be dreaded, than the mere loſs of our li- 
berties as a people, or ot our temporal happi- 
neſs and proſperity : as individuals. Our intereſt 
in the events of the preſent life is comparative- 
ly ſmall and trifling. We have but a tranſitory 
abode on earth, a. ſhort add. precarious connec- 
tion with the preſent world. Time is ſwiftly 


bearing us on to the point of a finab and everlaſt- 
ing adieu to all the objects and concerns which 
now ſo much engroſs our thoughits and ſo ſtrong- 
ly. agitate our hopes and fears. Soon ſhall we 
meet that deſtined period when all will vaniſh as 


a phantom and ſeem as an idle dream. Nothing 
will then remain with, or accompany us, but 
the anguiſh and remorſe, or the ſatisfaction and : 


comfort reſulting from the conſciouſneſs of a 
well, or illi improvement of our. preſent advan- 
tages, opportunities and mercies. | 
May God Almighty, whoſe arm hath done 
great things for us, and whoſe goodneſs hot on- 
ly annually but daily Joadeth us with benefits, add 
to the bleſſings of his providence, the gifts of his 


grace, and pour out his ſpirit in plentiful effu- 5 
ſions upon each one of us, upon the people of 


this, and of all the United States, and diſpoſe 


us univerſally to the love and practice of that 
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hol) y religion Sich breathes peace on earth, and | 
good will towards men May he bleſs andreward | 
thoſe brave men who have jeoparded their lives 
in the defence of our rights; and incline the 
hearts of a grateful country to do them ample 
juſtice May He ſhower his bleſſings upon thoſe 
princes and nations who have generouſly eſ- 
pouſed our cauſe, and by whoſe aid we have 


obtained liberty, independence and] peace: in 


return for aſſiſting us to civil liberty, may He 
bleſs them with ſpiritual freedom, with the full 
enjoyment of the glorious liberty of the ſons of 
God! May He even bleſs-our late enemies in 
turning them from all their iniquities, pardoning 
the wrongs they have committed againſt us, 

and againſt the rights of human nature, reſtor- 
ing them to their former glory and proſperity, 
and making them again a happy nation! May 
He take theſe United States into his hol y pro- 
tection, perfect and eſtabliſh their union reſtore 
their credit, truth and juſtice, compleat their 
Proſperity, making them the aſylumof liberty, 
the nurſery of arts and knowledge, and (above 

all) of ygfeigned chriſtian piety ; that through 

ſucceſhve ages they may continug to be diſtin- 
guiſhed by his favour and guardianſhip, as the 


; los 'y of all lands, and the joy of the wyole earth! 


—And let all the people ſay, AMEN. 
F * N N 


Hit fr 


